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From Porto Cervo (Sardinia / Italy) to Barcelona (Spain) 
 
Porto Cervo, Monday 19 October - After a short port call in Porto Cervo (Sardinia / Italy) in the 
superb marina of Yacht Club Costa Smeralda, founder of the One Ocean Foundation, at the 
end of the first leg of the OceanoScientific Mediterranean Contaminants Expedition 2020, the 
AMAALA EXPLORER maxi-catamaran set sail this morning at 07:00 for Barcelona. The arrival is 
scheduled for the end of the day on Tuesday, 20 October or Wednesday morning at the quay of 
the Fundació Navegació Oceànica Barcelona (FNOB) where Theresa Zabell, President of the 
Fundación Ecomar, will be waiting. 
 
The port call will be supervised by Theresa Zabell, as President-Founder of the Fundación 
Ecomar, which celebrated its twentieth anniversary last year. The foundation, which invites young 
people to practice sailing and the Spanish public to help preserve the Ocean, in particular by 
reducing sources of plastic pollution, is one of the oldest in Europe in this respect. 
 
FNOB and the Fundación Ecomar have organized an agenda filled with conferences and activities 
to make the most of the port call for a few days by the AMAALA EXPLORER maxi-catamaran. 
The Covid-19 pandemic risks disrupting the established schedule, because the bars and 
restaurants and many shops have been closed in Catalonia since last Friday. The health 
authorities are stepping up the procedures to combat the appalling virus which is also affecting 
Italy, a tourist destination currently deserted despite the exceptional weather conditions this 
season. 
 
"This first leg has left us with mixed feelings", explained Yvan Griboval on Sunday morning. “As far 
as the sailing is concerned, there were no surprises; the Mediterranean is still just as versatile. We 
went through periods with breezes of up to 20-23 knots and areas of flat calm in which we had no 
other means of moving on than to start the engines of the AMAALA EXPLORER maxi-catamaran. 
It's frustrating. We sailed under a bright sun but also under heavy thunderstorms of rain and 
lightning criss-crossing the sea between Corsica and the Island of Elba. It looked more like the 
Doldrums than the Mediterranean". 
 
"The first samples were taken en route and went perfectly," reported Linn Sekund, Marine Biologist 
for Team OceanoScientific. "On the other hand, the sea was much too heavy at the mouth of the 
Tiber when we got there around midnight on Friday (16 October) to install the passive sensors on 
the beacon identified with our Italian colleagues". 
 
  



 OceanoScientific Mediterranean 
Contaminants Expedition 2020 

 
Monaco - Porto Cervo - Barcelona 

La Seyne-sur-Mer - Monaco  
 

 
Contact OceanoScientific Expedition  Contact AMAALA / Hill+Knowlton 
Cécile d'Estais: +33 (0)6 22 90 62 98 Muneira Al Adwani: +971 4 553 9543    
media@oceanoscientific.mc muneira.aladwani@hkstrategies.com 
 

 
 
"I tried to spot it using our inflatable boat with Xavier, crewmate of Maciej Piejko, the Boat Captain 
of the AMAALA EXPLORER," confided Yvan Griboval, "because I didn't want to give up without 
trying. I admit that the attempt was risky, even dangerous, and it could have ended badly for Xavier 
or myself. So we didn't achieve what mattered to me most in this location. The setback should only 
be temporary, however. To benefit from good sea conditions at the mouths of rivers, you need 
more time than a short port call, what's more in the middle of the night. 
 
We have therefore decided, on the one hand, to postpone the installation of the three passive 
sensors at the mouths of the Tiber (Italy), the Ebro (Spain) and the Rhône (France) and organize it 
in the spring when the sea conditions are better. We'll get there by inflatable boat, located a few 
hundred meters away or even a nautical mile from the shore. We'll do it using the AMAALA 
EXPLORER's tender next April or May. 
 
In addition, we are going to increase the collection of samples on the route of the OceanoScientific 
Expedition and we are considering taking additional samples off Barcelona during our next port 
call," continued Yvan Griboval. 
 
On the occasion of this port call in Porto Cervo, one of Sardinia's loveliest locations, a conference 
organized by the Yacht Club Costa Smeralda was attended by the crews taking part in the Audi 
Sailing Champions League competition, with entries by some thirty crews from more thirteen 
countries. During this conference, Andrea de Lucia head of the CNR Center Research at Oristano 
presented the research project on micro-plastics. Then, Cécile d'Estais, General Delegate of the 
OceanoScientific associations (France & Monaco), pointed out the importance of organic 
contaminants in the Ocean and their impact on not only human health, but also on Corals. An 
important issue raised by AMAALA, main partner of the OceanoScientific Mediterranean 
Contaminants Expedition 2020, as they are based on one of the world’s last, large, healthy coral 
reef system, and within a spectacular undeveloped natural coastal zone. 
 
Yvan Griboval used the opportunity to sign the ethical code "Charta Smeralda" of the One Ocean 
Foundation, which consists in making ten formal commitments to sustainably preserve the Ocean. 
Commitments that both Yvan Griboval and his partners AMAALA and Biologique Recherche 
equally respect. 
 
 
CREW: Yvan Griboval (Expedition Director / France) - Maciej Piejko (Boat Captain / Watch 
Captain / Poland) - Pascal Brouin (Watch Captain / France) - Maxime Dreno (Second in 
command to Yvan Griboval / Helmsman / France) - Frédéric Dahirel (Second in command to 
Maciej Piejko / Helmsman / France) - Linn Sekund (Scientist / Sweden) - Xavier Ciurana Llorens 
(Crewmate / Spain) - Marc Archer (AMAALA Director of sports / New Zealand).  
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