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Samples collected handed over to Ifremer 
 
La Seyne-sur-Mer, Wednesday 28 October - At around 11:00 this morning Yvan Griboval, 
Expedition Director and Linn Sekund, the marine biologist on board the AMAALA EXPLORER maxi-
catamaran and Coordinator for the Fabienne Gaillard Scientific Committee of the OceanoScientific 
associations, handed over to Vincent Rigaud, Director of the Centre Méditerranée for the Institut 
Français de Recherche pour l'Exploitation de la Mer (Ifremer), the eight precious samples 
collected along the course of some 1,500 nautical miles from Monaco to the mouth of the Tiber 
(Italy), then to Porto Cervo (Sardinia), Barcelona (Spain) and La Seyne-sur-Mer. Representatives of 
AMAALA, the main partner for the OceanoScientific Mediterranean Contaminants Expedition 2020, 
Nick Naples (AMAALA Chief Executive Officer) and Brendan Jack (AMAALA Chief Sustainability 
Officer), travelled from Riyadh (Saudi Arabia) for the occasion. They were proud to highlight that 
Ocean conservation, whether in the Mediterranean or the Red Sea, is part of the same global effort 
on behalf of generations to come.  
 
Vincent Rigaud was delighted by the private initiative to take part in sea studies, in particular the 
observation of the impact of humankind on the Ocean, which covers more than 70% of Planet's 
surface: "Ifremer for many years has encouraged every initiative like that of the OceanoScientific 
Programme which we have been supporting for the past fourteen years. In 2006, Yvan Griboval was 
an innovator and a pioneer in imagining how ocean racing yachts could be of service to 
oceanography. Today participatory science is a developing trend. For instance, several of the yachts 
taking part in the forthcoming Vendée Globe which starts next week will be taking with them around 
the World hardware derived from the OceanoScientific System developed by Yvan Griboval with our 
teams. It important for us to encourage such joint action in favour of a better understanding of the 
Ocean. It will allow us, we hope, to conserve its incredible resources for humankind. Precisely 
because we still know so little about those resources…"  
 
"The AMAALA project has a relatively simple blueprint," explained Nick Naples (AMAALA CEO): 
"Our purpose is to develop a destination integrating arts, wellness and the purity of the Red Sea.  To 
do so, the first step consists not only in conserving the nature that currently exists on land and in the 
sea, but enhancing that for the future, so that what we build today improves over time.  Wellness for 
people and for the planet". 
 
Brendan Jack (AMAALA Chief Sustainability Officer) added: "On the AMAALA site in the Red Sea 
we have one of the finest remaining coral reefs in the World. However, as with all of the world’s 
reefs, it too faces the same climate change and human activity based threats, such as sea 
temperature rise, ocean acidification, and pollution". 
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"At AMAALA, we are working closely with the King Abdullah University of Science and Technology 
(KAUST), an internationally renown Saudi academic research institute, and with international experts 
and institutions, such as the Centre Scientifique de Monaco (CSM). With a background of 60 years 
of observation and study of coral species, I believe the researchers at the CSM, headed by Professor 
Denis Allemand, can very ably assist us in our mission to conserve and enhance our coral reefs”.   
 
“For these reasons, the importance of the scientific research being carried out by the 
OceanoScientific team during this Expedition, and the equally important analysis of the collected 
sample data by Ifremer, cannot be emphasised enough.  Our Oceans – the Med and the Red – are 
connected.  We share common issues and we will share common solutions”. 
 
"We succeeded in taking nine samples as scheduled" confirmed Linn Sekund. "Now the Ifremer 
teams are going to analyse the samples. We should have a precise idea of what they contain by the 
end of the coming winter. Then we shall need to compare them with other observations carried out 
on the surface in order to draw any conclusions. That will be a longer job." 
 
"Of course, I am slightly disappointed that we were unable to carry out 100% of the mission I had 
planned," explained Yvan Griboval on the dock of La Seyne-sur-Mer before setting out to sea again 
at the helm of the AMAALA EXPLORER maxi-catamaran. "We were unable to install the passive 
sensors on the beacons in the mouths of the three main rivers in the Mediterranean, the Tiber (Italy), 
the Ebro (Spain) and the Rhone (France). I was too ambitious in imagining that it would be possible 
at this time of the year when the sea is heavy. But we had to try in order to test the feasibility of the 
project. We have learnt a great deal and so I shall be coming back in the spring or the start of the 
summer in 2021 in order to specifically carry out that oceanographic assignment". 
 
As soon as the small ceremony was over, attended by local elected representatives and in particular 
that of Nathalie Bicais, the Mayoress of La Seyne-sur-Mer, the AMAALA EXPLORER maxi-
catamaran set sail bound for Monaco. The yacht is scheduled to arrive at the Marina of the Yacht 
Club de Monaco on Thursday 29 October at 11:00. Sovereign Prince Albert II of Monaco will be 
on the pontoon of honour to hand over the moorings to Yvan Griboval, in the presence of a number 
of VIPs, including Olivier Archambeau, President of the Société des Explorateurs Français of 
which Yvan Griboval is a member, as well as the Spanish two-time Olympic Champion Theresa 
Zabell, President of the Fundación Ecomar. 
 
CREW: Yvan Griboval (Expedition Director / France) - Maciej Piejko (Boat Captain / Watch Captain 
/ Poland) - Pascal Brouin (Watch Captain / France) - Maxime Dreno (Second in command to Yvan 
Griboval / Helmsman / France) - Frédéric Dahirel (Second in command to Maciej Piejko / Helmsman 
/ France) - Linn Sekund (Scientist / Sweden) - Xavier Ciurana Llorens (Crewmate / Spain) - Marc 
Archer (AMAALA Director of Sports / New Zealand).  
 


